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Summary

1. The present studies were carried out to clarify the conditions under which germination ability
of the sclerotia of rice sheath blight fungus decreases after winter,
2. The germination rate of natural sclerotia formed on the rice plant did not decrease and
. showed about 60% when the sclerotia have been kept at 0°C under drifted snow condition, The
temperature of the land surface rises immediately after thawing, and the germination rate decreased .

with rising temperature,

3. When the natural sclerotia were preserved in a vessel at over 16°C_and over 80% relative
* humidity for 200 days, the germination rate decreased with a prolongation of preservation time,
While they: were preserved at low humidity (below 40%), the rate did not decrease regardless of the
- temperature, In the case of sclerotia formed on the media, the germination rate decreased at low
and high temperatures and particulary at high relative humidity over 80%.
4. When the sclerotia formed on the media were preserved in a sterilized condition, thexr
germination rate was highest among those preserved in a room condition, but when they were
" preserved in a vessel at over 80% humidity, their rate decreased with a prolongation of the duration

- after 180 days,
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